THE WAR OF THE WORLD: PROGRAMME 5 – THE ICEBOX


Task 2: The nuclear threat

During the Cold War, nuclear attack was a very real fear, as illustrated by Bertrand Russell’s words below:

‘Sooner or later the moment will come when neither side can face the derisive cry – ‘‘Chicken’’. When that moment has come the statesmen of both sides will plunge the world into destruction.’

	a) Describe why nuclear warfare was such a real threat. 

b) Explain why a direct war never actually happened between the Soviets and the USA.
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