EMPIRE: HOW BRITAIN MADE THE MODERN WORLD

PROGRAMME 3: THE MISSION


Activity 2: The Indian mutiny

In pairs read the quote by an English vicar below and answer the following questions:

 ‘My friends what crimes they have committed. The Indian government never ought to have tolerated the religion of the Hindus at all. If my religion consisted of bestiality, infanticide and murder I should have no right to it unless I was prepared to be hanged. The sword must be taken out of its sheath to cut off our fellow subject by the thousands.’

1. Explain how an English vicar came to hold such intolerant views.

2. Write a newspaper article from 1857 as a Hindu describing the build-up to the mutiny and the way the English responded.
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