EMPIRE: HOW BRITAIN MADE THE MODERN WORLD

PROGRAMME 2: WHITE PLAGUE


Activity 1: What did you say?

Original quotes are a vital source of evidence about the British empire. Read the quotes below and note down who said each one and what this tells you about life in the early British colonies.

1. ‘Our plains were full of deer and turkeys but these English had governed our land. They with scythes cut the grass and with axes felled the trees. Their cows and horses eat the grass and we shall all be starved.’

2. ‘Just arrived – 139 men, women and boys – smiths, bricklayers, plasterers, shoe makers, a glazier, a tailor, a bookbinder, a printer, several seamstresses.’ 

3. ‘This day I have been reduced to the last shilling I have and was obliged to be engaged to go to Virginia for four years for bed, board, washing and £5 during the whole time.’ 

4. ‘The prospect of earning their freedom is the greatest inducement that can be held out to the reformation of the manners of the inhabitants.’ 
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	Who said this?
	What do we learn from this?
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